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ENTIRE TEXT. 


2. SUMMARY: TIMERMAN' S BROTHER INFORMED EMBASSY ON 
MARCH 21 THAT JACOBO TIMERMAN IS PLANNING TO BEGIN A 
HUNGER STRIKE IN APRIL IF HE IS NOT RELEASED. THE 
TIMERMAN FAMILY HAS HEARD FOUR STORIES WHICH INDICATE 
THAT GOA LEADERSHIP IS ACTIVELY DISCUSSING TIMERMAN' S 
RELEASE. THE FAMILY'S OPTIMISM IS UNDER FIRM CONTROL 
AS THE MANY PREVIOUS POSITIVE RUMORS HAVE PROVED 
ILLUSORY. THE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR HAS RECENTLY BEEN TOLD 
THAT AN EFFORT TO RELEASE TIMERMAN IS UNDER WAY. 

END SUMMARY. 


3 . HUNGER STRIKE 

EMBOFF MET WITH JACOBO TIMERMAN' S BROTHER, JOSE, ON 
MARCH 21, WHO AFFIRMED INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTEL, 
THAT HIS BROTHER PLANNED TO BEGIN A HUNGER STRIKE TO 
PROTEST HIS CONTINUED ILLEGAL IMPRISONMENT. THE 



PAGE 02 BUENOS 02303 01 OF 02 231530Z 


HUNGER STRIKE WOULD NOT BEGIN ON MARCH 24, THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE MILITARY COUP, AS THIS WOULD BE INTERPRETED AS 
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AN ANTI -GOVERNMENT PROTEXT, INSTEAD OF A DEMONSTRATION 
FOR PERSONAL FREEDOM . JACOBO TIMERMAN ALSO WANTS 
HIS RABBI, MARSHALL MEYER, TO BE IN TOWN DURING THE 
HUNGER STRIKE, AS HE REASONS THAT IF HE IS MOVED BACK 
TO JAIL, THE RABBI HAS THE BEST CHANCE OF MAINTAINING 
CONTACT WITH HIM. 


3. RELEASE RUMORS 

JOSE TIMERMAN STATED THAT THE FAMILY HAD RECEIVED TWO 
REPORTS THAT ARMY JUNTA MEMBER VIOLA, PRESIDENT VIDELA 
AND INTERIOR MINISTER HARGUINDEGUY HAD RECENTLY DIS- 
CUSSED PERMITTING JACOBO TIMERMAN TO LEAVE ARGENTINA 
FOR ISRAEL DURING THE "LAST DAY OF MARCH OR THE FIRST 
DAYS OF APRIL." THE TIMERMAN FAMILY HAS RECEIVED THIS 
REPORT FROM DAIA SOURCES WHO SAID THE INFORMATION CAME 
-FROM A SENIOR GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIAL, WHO THE FAMILY 
BELIEVE IS MININT HARGUINDEGUY. THE SECOND SOURCE IS 
CRISTINA GUZMAN, FORMER FEDERALIST DEPUTY WHO 
PRESENTLY WORKS FOR VIOLA. 


4. JOSE TIMERMAN NOTED THAT AIR FORCE SECRETARY GENERAL 
LAMI DOZO COMMENTED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE DURING THE 
WEEK OF MARCH 11 THAT "SOMEDAY WHEN YOU WAKE UP, YOU WILL 
FIND jTHAT JACOBO TIMERMAN IS IN ISRAEL." 

5 . JOSE TIMERMAN ALSO REPORTED THAT A MESSAGE HAD BEEN 
RECEIVED FROM JACOBO KOVADLOFF, AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE'S 
DIRECTOR OF SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS, THAT "THE AMBASSADOR" 

HAD ASKED THAT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY NOT ISSUE ANY INVITATION 
TO JACOBO TIMERMAN OR MAKE ANY PUBLICITY AGAINST THE ARGENTINE 
GOVERNMENT BECAUSE TIMERMAN WILL SHORTLY BE ABLE TO LEAVE 
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ARGENTINA. JOSE TIMERMAN SAID THE KOVADLOFF REPORT WAS 
SECONDHAND AND THE IDENTITY OF "THE AMBASSADOR" WAS NOT 
CLEAR. (FOR AMBASSADOR CASTRO’S COMMENTS TO GOA ON THIS 
CASE SEE PARA 7, BA 2086. HE HAS NOT BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
KOVADLOFF . ) 

6. JOSE TIMERMAN SAID THAT AT THE BEGINNING OF MARCH, 
INTERIOR MINISTER HARGUINDEGUY SPOKE TO ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
TO ARGENTINA NIRGAD ABOUT THE TIMERMAN CASE (SEE PARA 8 
BELOW) . AT THAT TIME, GEN. HARGUINDEGUY REPORTEDLY TOLD 
NIRGAD THAT TO STRIP JACOBO TIMERMAN' S CITIZENSHIP AND EXPEL 
HIM FROM ARGENTINA SEEMED TO BE BOTH BRUTAL AND A BAD ACTION 


Current Class: 


Page : 2 


Current Class: Page: 3 

Current Handling: 

Document Number: 1979BUENOS02303 Channel: n/a 

POLITICALLY. HARGUINDEGUY LAMENTED THAT THE GOA COULD NOT 
EXPEL TIMERMAN AS HE WAS AN ARGENTINE CITIZEN AND COMMENTED 
THAT THE OTHER SOLUTIONS ALL CONTAINED DIFFICULTIES. (NOTE: 

JACOBO TIMERMAN HAS CONSISTENTLY REFUSED TO APPLY FOR THE 
RIGHT OF OPTION STATING THAT APPLICATION FOR AN OPTION WOULD 
BE CONSTRUED AS A TACIT ADMISSION OF HIS WRONGDOING.) 
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7. JOSE TIMERMAN STATED FLATLY THAT HIS BROTHER WAS 
PLANNING TO BEGIN A HUNGER STRIKE IF HE WAS NOT 
RELEASED SHORTLY. JOSE TIMERMAN NOTED THAT HIS BROTHER 
AND THE FAMILY WERE ENCOURAGED BY THE REPORTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S CONSIDERATION OF TIMERMAN' S RELEASE IN 
LATE MARCH OR EARLY APRIL; HOWEVER, JOSE TIMERMAN 
RIOTED THAT THE FAMILY HAD BEEN DISAPPOINTED MANY 
TIMES BEFORE AND THEIR OPTIMISM WAS UNDER CONTROL. 


8 . CONTACTS WITH ISRAELI EMBASSY 

ISRAELI EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER LATER CONFIRMED 
JOSE TIMERMAN' S ACCOUNT THAT THEIR HAVE BEEN HIGH 
LEVEL DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
AND SENIOR GOA OFFICIALS REGARDING TIMERMAN' S 
RELEASE. THE ISRAELI CONOFF SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT 
CHARACTERIZE THE ARGENTINE OFFICIALS' WORDS AS A 
"PROMISE" TO RELEASE TIMERMAN, BUT SAID THAT HIS 
AMBASSADOR WAS CONFIDENT THAT SERIOUS EFFORTS WERE 
UNDERWAY WITHING GOA TO EFFECT TIMERMAN' S LEAVING 
ARGENTINA FOR ISRAEL. 


9. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS INTEREST 
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BUENOS AIRES 2277 REPORTS A DISCUSSION 
MI NISTRY OF A POSSIBLE USG RESPONSE TO 



AT THE FOREIGN 
TIMERMAN'S 
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RELEASE . 

10. ACTION REQUESTED: APPRECIATE IF DEPARTMENT WOULD 
PASS SUBSTANCE OF THIS MESSAGE ALSO TO RABBI ROSENTHAL 
AT'ADL, EMPHASIZING FACT THAT TIMERMAN DOES NOT REPEAT 
NOT PLAN TO BEGIN HIS HUNGER STRIKE ON MARCH 24. WE 
WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION WHICH 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ABLE TO GATHER REGARDING B'NAI B'RITH 
PLANS TO PRESSURE GOA TO RELEASE TIMERMAN. 

11. COX REPRIMANDED 

BUENOS AIRES HERALD EDITOR, ROBERT COX, TOLD EMBOFF 
ON MARCH 21 THAT HE HAD BEEN "CALLED IN" BY 
PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY GENERAL, GEN-. CRESPI TO DISCUSS 
THE RECENT "NEWSWEEK" ARTICLE ON TIMERMAN DETENTION. 

COX NOTED THAT THE MAJOR AREAS OF THE CASA ROSADA' S 
CONCERN WERE THE STORY'S QUOTE OF PRESIDENT VIDELA 
•SAYING THAT TIMERMAN'S BEING A JEW DID NOT HELP HIS 
CASE AND STORY'S PROTRAYAL OF VIDELA AS A WEAK 
PRESIDENT. COX EXPRESSED ASTONISHMENT TO THE EMBASSY 
AT THE LACK OF PREPARATION BY GEN. CRESPI FOR THE 
MEETING. ACCORDING TO COX, CRESPI WAS NOT EVEN AWARE 
OF THE SUPREME COURT OR PREVIOUS ARMY WAR COUNCIL'S 
FAVORABLE DECISIONS IN TIMERMAN CASE. {MEMCON BEING 
POUCHED.) 
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